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Welcome to Huntsville, Alabama, and thank you for joining us for NARPA’s Annual 

Rights Conference. We are delighted to have you with us for several days of meaningful 

conversation, learning, and connection. 

This year’s conference brings together advocates, attorneys, social workers, survivors, 

professionals, and others committed to advancing the rights and dignity of others. 

Through engaging keynote presentations, thought-provoking workshops, and 

opportunities to connect with colleagues from across the country, we hope you leave 

inspired, informed, and strengthened in your work. 

We are grateful for your presence and for the many contributions each of you brings to 

this community. Thank you for being part of NARPA, and for sharing in our continued 

commitment to justice, advocacy, and the protection of human rights.  

 

Welcome to Huntsville-we’re glad you’re here! 

 

THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE FEATURES: 

5 Keynote Presentations 

15+ Workshops & Panels 

Strategy Session 

Networking Opportunities 

CLE Eligible Presentations 

 

NARPA Mission Statement 

NARPA’s mission is to promote policies and pursue strategies that  
result in individuals with psychiatric diagnoses making their own  

choices regarding treatment. We educate and mentor those individuals  
to enable them to exercise their legal and human rights with the goal  

of abolition of all forced treatment. 

 

 

 

 



Conference At-A-glance 

 

Wednesday, September 23rd 

3:00-5:00  Registration table open 

5:30-7:00  Opening Reception 

 

Thursday, September 24th 

8:00-4:00  Registration table open 

8:30-9:45  Morning Keynote 

10:00-11:15  Workshops 

11:45-12:45  Remembering Bill Stewart & NARPA Over the Years 

1:00-2:15  Afternoon Keynote 

2:30-3:45  Workshops 

4:00-5:15  Workshops 

6:00-6:30  Advocacy Presentation 

7:00-9:00  Remembering Bill 

 

Friday, September 25th 

8:00-4:00  Registration table open 

8:30-9:45  Morning Keynote 

10:00-11:15  Workshops 

11:45-12:30  Strategy Session 

1:00-2:15  Afternoon Keynote 

2:30-3:45  Workshops 

4:00-5:15  Workshops 

 

Saturday, September 26th 

8:00-12:00  Registration table open 

9:00-10:15  Workshops 

10:30-11:45  Closing Keynote 

11:45-11:55  Closing Remarks  

 

 

 
 



Workshop Schedule 
**Click on title for workshop description** 

 
 

  
3:00-5:00  

• Registration Open 
 

5:30-7:00  
• OPENING RECEPTION AND REMARKS 

President Ann Rider 
 

  
 
8:30-9:45 
Big Spring CD  
PRESENTATION OF PEARL JOHNSON AWARD 
 

KEYNOTE 
Policy, Stigma, and Social Exclusion: Unpacking the Social Barriers that Sustain the 
Dehumanization and Criminalization of the Unhoused with a Screening of the 
Documentary, Homesick 
Dr. Terence Lester 

 
9:45-10:00 
 BREAK 
 
10am-11:15am 

WORKSHOPS 
 

Room Title Presenter 
Big Spring 

A 
Human Connection in the Age of AI: Reclaiming Belonging 
Through Peer Support 

Mudope Mujota 

Big Spring 
B 

When Restoration Becomes Detention: Challenging Jail 
Waitlists for People  Found IST 

Beth Mitchell and  
Peter Hofer 

Big Spring 
CD 

Financial Services for All: Supported Financial Decision 
Making (SFDM) for People with Psychiatric Diagnoses 

Annie Harper, Kristine 
Irizarry, Frances Griffith 
and Ricky Youins 

 
11:15-1:00 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
 * Limited number of box lunches available for purchase at registration. 
 * See page 9 for nearby dining options. 

 
11:45-12:45 
Big Spring CD 
 VIDEO PRESENTATION 

Remembering Bill Stewart & NARPA Over the Years 
   

Please take a few minutes to do workshop evaluations HERE 

Wednesday, September 23rd  

 
 

Thursday, September 24th  

 

https://narpa.org/policy-stigma-and-social-exclusion/
https://narpa.org/policy-stigma-and-social-exclusion/
https://narpa.org/policy-stigma-and-social-exclusion/
https://narpa.org/human-connection/
https://narpa.org/human-connection/
https://narpa.org/restoration/
https://narpa.org/restoration/
https://narpa.org/financial-services/
https://narpa.org/financial-services/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd17hbBWIsj9Niaw3T_xVhmXOgz9JmTu7bwn73aoPIXglsqcw/viewform


 
 
1:00-2:15 
Big Spring CD 
PRESENTATION OF BILL STEWART AWARD 
 

KEYNOTE 
Upholding the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Participation and Inclusion in 
American Life, Efforts to Turn Back the Clock, and What Can Be Done. 
Sam Bagenstos 

 
2:15-2:30 
 BREAK 
 
2:30-3:45 
 WORKSHOPS  

      
Room Title Presenter 

Big Spring 
A 

What the Unhoused Community Wants the Housed to 
Know 

Theo Henderson 

Big Spring 
B 

Intentional Peer Support in Maine-20 Years Later; 
Internationally-30 Years Later 

Kelly Staples 

Big Spring 
CD 

Civil Commitment: Easier to Commit, but Nowhere to Go: 
A Revolving Door, and What Can Be Done 

Amanda Marshall 

 
3:45-4:00 
 BREAK 
 
4:00-5:15 
 WORKSHOPS 
 

Room Title Presenter 
Big Spring 

A 
Thinking Creatively about Civil Commitment Defense Marisol Orihuela and 

Cassie Hazelip 
Big Spring 

B 
No Justice without Communication!-The Vermont 
Communication Support Project 

Ed Paquin 

 
6:00-6:30 
Big Spring CD 
 ADVOCACY PRESENTATION 

Advocacy to Protect Autonomy for People Facing Guardianship: An Overview 
Kristina Kapp 

 
7:00-9:00 
Big Spring CD 
 
 
 
  
 

Please take a few minutes to do workshop evaluations HERE 

Thursday, September 24th cont’d  

 

REMEMBERING BILL 
Come share your Bill story and join us in a parting glass to our friend and NARPA hero. 

 

https://narpa.org/upholding-the-rights/
https://narpa.org/upholding-the-rights/
https://narpa.org/unhoused-community/
https://narpa.org/unhoused-community/
https://narpa.org/intentional-peer-support/
https://narpa.org/intentional-peer-support/
https://narpa.org/civil-commitment/
https://narpa.org/civil-commitment/
https://narpa.org/thinking-creatively/
https://narpa.org/no-justice/
https://narpa.org/no-justice/
https://narpa.org/advocacy-to-protect-autonomy/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd17hbBWIsj9Niaw3T_xVhmXOgz9JmTu7bwn73aoPIXglsqcw/viewform


 
 
8:30-9:45 
Big Spring CD 
PRESENTATION OF RAE UNZICKER AWARD 

 
KEYNOTE 

Unpacking the “Carceral Turn”: The Expanding Default to Involuntary Commitment in 
the United States and the Future of Public Mental Health 
Nev Jones 

 
9:45-10:00 
 BREAK 
 
10am-11:15am 

WORKSHOPS 
 

Room Title Presenter 
Big Spring 

A 
Why ECT Must Be Banned Entirely Douglas Cameron and 

Marilia Marques 
Big Spring 

B 
Alabama Legal Advocacy in Perilous Times: “We don’t 
know the Difference” 

James Tucker, Ann 
Marshall and Charisse 
Rupert 

Big Spring 
CD 

“No Evidence of Harm?”: Findings from a Comprehensive 
Statewide Evaluation of Involuntary Outpatient 
Commitment Under Kendra’s Law 

Nev Jones and Shannon 
Pagdon 

 
11:15-1:00 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
 * Limited number of box lunches available for purchase at registration. 
 * See page 9 for nearby dining options. 

 
11:45-12:50 
Big Spring CD 
 STRATEGY SESSION 

Strategizing Responses to the Growing Push to Expand Civil Commitment 
Facilitated by Nev Jones and Shannon Pagdon 

   
1:00-2:15 
Big Spring CD 
 

KEYNOTE 
The Federal Anti-Homeless Executive Order and the Strategy to Dismantle Housing, 
Care and the Legal Rights of Persons Who Are Unhoused, Use Drugs and Experience 
Psychiatric Diagnoses 
Anne Raish, Antonia Fasanelli and Yenisey Rodriguez 

 
2:15-2:30 
 BREAK 
 
 

Please take a few minutes to do workshop evaluations HERE 

Friday, September 25th  
 

https://narpa.org/carceral-turn/
https://narpa.org/carceral-turn/
https://narpa.org/ect/
https://narpa.org/alabama/
https://narpa.org/alabama/
https://narpa.org/no-evidence-of-harm/
https://narpa.org/no-evidence-of-harm/
https://narpa.org/no-evidence-of-harm/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd17hbBWIsj9Niaw3T_xVhmXOgz9JmTu7bwn73aoPIXglsqcw/viewform


 
 
2:30-3:45 
 WORKSHOPS  

      
Room Title Presenter 

Big Spring 
A 

Beyond the Locked Door: How Coercion Travels into 
Community Health 

Shannon Pagdon 

Big Spring 
B 

Advance Directives: A Tool to Combat Psychiatric 
Oppression and Decarcerate Care 

Neilah Rovinsky and 
Emma Munson-Blatt 

Big Spring 
CD 

Follow-up Workshop: The Federal Anti-Homeless 
Executive Order and the Strategy to Dismantle Housing, 
Care and the Legal Rights of Persons Who Are Unhoused, 
Use Drugs and Experience Psychiatric Diagnoses 

Ann Raish, Antonia 
Fasanelli and Yenisey 
Rodriguez 

 
3:45-4:00 
 BREAK 
 
4:00-5:15 
 WORKSHOPS 
 

Room Title Presenter 
Big Spring 

A 
Blurring the Line Between Competency Evaluations and 
Involuntary Inpatient Mental Health Treatment 

Deborah Dorfman 

Big Spring 
B 

Rewriting the Narrative: Peer Support, Reentry, and 
Systemic Change 

Will DeRouen, Jr. 

Big Spring 
CD 

Released From State Custody After 25 Years: Impact of 
Organized Support on Mental Health Court Proceedings 

Connie Lesold, Jean 
Auguste and Anita 
Hawkins (Tom Behrendt, 
Moderator) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take a few minutes to do workshop evaluations HERE 

 

Friday, September 25th Cont’d 
 

https://narpa.org/beyond-the-locked-door/
https://narpa.org/beyond-the-locked-door/
https://narpa.org/advance-directives/
https://narpa.org/advance-directives/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://narpa.org/federal-anti-homeless/
https://narpa.org/blurring-the-line/
https://narpa.org/blurring-the-line/
https://narpa.org/rewriting-the-narrative/
https://narpa.org/rewriting-the-narrative/
https://narpa.org/state-custody/
https://narpa.org/state-custody/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd17hbBWIsj9Niaw3T_xVhmXOgz9JmTu7bwn73aoPIXglsqcw/viewform


 
 
9am-10:15am 
 WORKSHOPS 
 

Room Title Presenter 
Big Spring 

A 
Perspective and Perception: Fighting Societal Stigma Alex Perfetto 

Big Spring 
B 

Healing, Autonomy & Resilience: A Recovery Framework 
for Lasting Freedom 

Caleb Harris 

Big Spring 
CD 

Through the Fire: How People with Mental Illness Are 
Empowering Each Other 

Fredrick Vars 

 
10:30am-11:45am 
Big Spring CD 

KEYNOTE 
  Significant Developments in Mental Health and Disability Law-2026 
  Jennifer Mathis and Susan Stefan 

 
    11:45am-Noon 

Big Spring CD 
CLOSING REMARKS 
 Ann Rider, NARPA President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take a few minutes to do workshop evaluations HERE 
 

Saturday, September 13th 
 

https://narpa.org/perspective-and-perception/
https://narpa.org/healing-autonomy-resilience/
https://narpa.org/healing-autonomy-resilience/
https://narpa.org/through-the-fire/
https://narpa.org/through-the-fire/
https://narpa.org/year-in-review/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd17hbBWIsj9Niaw3T_xVhmXOgz9JmTu7bwn73aoPIXglsqcw/viewform


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dining Near the Hotel 
 
 AT THE HOTEL 

CO/OP Community Table + Bar 

Inside the hotel 

Southern-inspired dishes, seasonal 
ingredients and cocktails. 

Complimentary Breakfast 

Hotel lobby • 6:30–9:30 AM 

Cooked-to-order breakfast for hotel guests. 

In-Suite Dining 

5:00–11:00 PM 

Dinner without leaving the hotel. 

 

COFFEE & QUICK BITES 

Caffeina’s Marketplace 

Inside the hotel 

Coffee, drinks and grab-and-go items. 

Honest Coffee Roasters  

~0.5 mi • ~10 min. walk 

Specialty coffee, breakfast and lunch. 

Bus Stop Coffee 

~0.5–0.6 mi • ~10–12 min. walk 

Coffee, bagels and quick bites. 

Canadian Bakin  

~0.6–0.7 mi • ~12–15 min. walk 

Bagels, breakfast sandwiches, coffee and 
espresso. 

 

WALKABLE DINING 

Pane e Vino Pizzeria — ~0.2 mi • 4–5 min. 

Italian favorites, pizza and pasta. 

Mazzara’s Vinoteca — ~0.4 mi • 8–10 min. 

Italian-inspired dishes and wine. 

Cotton Row Restaurant — ~0.4 mi • 8–10 
min. 

Upscale American cuisine with Southern 
influences. 

Commerce Kitchen — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 min. 

Southern-inspired American cuisine. 

MELT Huntsville — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 min. 

Casual sandwiches, melts, burgers and salads. 

Purveyor Huntsville — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 min. 

Upscale contemporary dining, craft beer and 
wine. 

The Poppy & Parliament — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 
min. 

British and Irish pub fare, steaks and seafood. 

Domaine South — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 min. 

Wine, cheese, small plates and seasonal dishes. 

Jack Brown’s — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 min. 

Specialty burgers and casual fare. 

Revivalist — ~0.5 mi • 10–12 min. 

Elevated American cuisine and cocktails. 

Sea Salt Urban Oyster Bar — ~0.6 mi • 12–
15 min. 

Seafood and oysters. 

 

A SHORT DRIVE AWAY 

Char Restaurant 

Southern-style steakhouse, seafood and classic 
favorites. 

Salt Smokehouse 

Creative barbecue with bold flavors. 

Rosie’s Mexican Cantina 

Tacos, fajitas, enchiladas and Tex-Mex 
favorites. 

Terra Italian Restaurant & Bar  

Modern Italian cuisine, pasta and Roman-style 
pizza. 

Ol’ Heidelberg Cafe 

German specialties and European comfort food. 

The Standard Social Market 

Market and restaurant with breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. 

 

https://www.eatatcoop.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gbp_listing
https://www.honesthsv.coffee/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Bus-Stop-Coffee/100094398708911/
https://www.canadianbakinbread.com/
https://www.paneevinopizzeria.com/
https://churchstreetfamily.com/restaurants/mazzaras/
https://www.cottonrowrestaurant.com/
https://www.thecommercekitchen.com/
https://ilovemelt.com/huntsville?utm_source=googlemybusiness
https://churchstreetfamily.com/restaurants/purveyor/
https://www.thepoppyandparliament.com/
https://www.domainesouth.com/
https://www.jackbrownsjoint.com/locations/huntsville/
https://www.revivalisthuntsville.com/?SEO_id=GMB--R-HSVHUQQ
https://churchstreetfamily.com/restaurants/seasalt/
https://huntsville.charrestaurant.com/
https://saltsmokehouse.com/
https://rosiesmexicancantina.com/
https://terrahuntsville.com/
https://www.olheidelbergcafe.com/
https://themercadogrouphsv.com/restaurants/the-standard-social-market/


                 CONGRATULATIONS TO 

NARPA’s 2026 AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

 
 
 

NARPA presents this award to advocates of color exemplifying the spirit of Pearl 
Johnson, one of the nation's leading psychiatric survivor activists and a 

passionate supporter for the rights of individuals of color. 
 

Charisse Rupert 
 

 
 
 
 

NARPA gives this award each year in honor of NARPA’s founder Rae Unzicker.  The 
recipient shares her passionate dedication to protecting the rights of individuals 

labeled with psychiatric illness. 
 

Shery Mead 
 

 
 
 
 

NARPA honors one of its own each year by presenting this award for outstanding 
service and dedication to the principles and mission of NARPA to protect the 

rights of individuals labeled with psychiatric illness. 
 

 

Arthur Baer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PEARL JOHNSON AWARD 

THE RAE UNZICKER AWARD 

THE BILL STEWART AWARD 



The NARPA Board of Directors thanks the 2026 Conference  
Committee for their hard work and dedication in making this 

exceptional conference possible. 
 

2026 Conference Committee 
Mitzy Sky, Chairperson 

Arthur Baer 
George Badillo 
Andrea Barnes 
Tom Behrendt 
Kristina Kapp 
Carl Mancini 

Jennifer Mathis 
Kelly Staples 
Susan Stefan 
Laura Ziegler 

 
 

The NARPA Board of Directors is honored to serve NARPA and  
remains committed to advancing the rights, dignity, and voices  

of people with psychiatric disabilities. 
 

2026 Board of Directors 
Ann Rider, President 

Kristina Kapp, Vice President 
Brynne Madway, Secretary 
Tracy Boggiano, Treasurer 

Geroge Badillo 
Steven Barnes 
Tom Behrendt 

Nina Loewenstein 
Bren Pramanik 

Jim Probert 
Michael Sabourin 

Mitzy Sky 
Kelly Staples 

Michelle Tinkler 
Rachel Marshall, NARPA Administrator 

 
NARPA Board Member Applications 

NARPA encourages Board nominations, including self-nominations, of candidates 
who support the NARPA mission. All nominations must be submitted by 

November 10, 2026. More information is available at the registration desk or on 
our website at: https://narpa.org/about/ 

 

https://narpa.org/about/


Important Announcement for Attendees 
NARPA will abide by existing public health guidelines. Individual attendees may 

gauge their level of risk and make independent decisions regarding vaccination, 
masking, and other safety protocols. Please show respect for other attendees and 

avoid conference activities if you are experiencing any signs of fever or illness. 
 

We Value Your Feedback! 
Please take a few minutes to share your thoughts to help shape  

future NARPA conferences. Please scan the QR code or go HERE. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LET’S CONNECT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for attending the NARPA Annual Rights Conference!  

We hope you enjoyed the conference and found it meaningful and 
informative. The 2027 conference will be announced soon, so be sure to stay 

connected with NARPA for updates and details. 

 
WWW.NARPA.ORG 

 
Email: NARPA4RIGHTS@gmail.com 

PO Box 4751  
Huntsville, AL 35815 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/narparights
https://www.youtube.com/@narpanationalassociationfo1959
Please%20take%20a%20few%20minutes%20to%20do%20workshop%20evaluations%20HERE
http://www.narpa.org/

