National Association for Rights Protection and Advocacy

NARPA 2026 Conference Schedule:

Move pointer over workshop titles and presenter names and click to follow links to additional information -- including course materials.

1 Continuing Legal Education (CLE) certificates of attendance are available.

0 Handouts available

Day/Time Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3
Wednesday 9/23 Registration Open 3-5 pm
3—-5pm
5:30 - 7 pm Reception & Opening Remarks from President Ann Rider / Bill Stewart Memorial Celebration
Tlgursday 9/24 Registration Table Open
am — 4 pm
6:30 —9:30 am Free cooked to order breakfast — Lobby"
Morning Keynote:
8:30 - 9:45 am Policy, Stigma, and Social Exclusion: Unpacking the Social Barriers that Sustain the Dehumanization and Criminalization of the Unhoused
with a Screening of the Documentary, Homesick - Dr. Terence Lester
9:45 — 10 am Break

10 — 11:15 am

When Restoration Becomes Detention: Challenging Jail
Waitlists for People Found IST - Beth Mitchell & Peter
Hofer

Financial Services for All: Supported Financial Decision Making
(SFDM) for People with Psychiatric Diagnoses - Annie Harper, Kristine
Irizarry, Frances Griffith, & Ricky Youins

Human Connection in the Age of Al: Reclaiming
Belonging Through Peer Support - Modupe Mujota

11:15 am—1 pm

Lunch On Your Own (box lunches available for purchase via registration; click here for additional options nearby)

11:45 am — 12:45 pm

Remembering Bill Stewart & NARPA Over the Years (video)

1-2:15 pm

Afternoon Keynote
Upholding the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Participation and Inclusion in American life, Efforts to Turn Back the Clock, and What Can Be Done -
Sam Bagenstos

2:15 — 2:30 pm

Break

What the Unhoused Community Wants the Housed | Civil Commitment: Easier to Commit, but Nowhere to Go: A [ Intentional Peer Support in Maine - 20 Years Later; Internationally - 30

2:30 — 3:45pm to Know - Theo Henderson Revolving Door, and What Can Be Done — Amanda Marshall | Years Later - Kelly Staples

3:45 - 4 pm Break

Jim Crow in the Asylum: Understanding Hlstor.y Thinking Creatively about Civil Commitment Defense - No Justice without Communication! - the Vermont Communication
4 - 5:15 pm for the Present of Mental Health Care - Dr. Kylie . . . . . .

. . . Marisol Orihuela & Cassie Hazlip Support Project - Ed Paquin

Smith (via Zoom from Australia)

6 — 6:30 pm Advocacy to Protect Autonomy for People Facing Guardianship: An Overview - Kristina Kapp
Remembering Bill:
7—9pm

Come share your Bill story and join us in a parting glass to our friend and NARPA hero...
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Friday 9/25 Registration Table Open
8 am — 4 pm
6:30 —9:30 am Free cooked to order breakfast — Lobby"
. Morning Keynote
:30 - 9:45am Unpacking the “Carceral Turn”: The Expanding Default to Involuntary Commitment in the United States and the Future of Public Mental Health - Nev Jones
9:45 - 10 am Break
Whyv ECT Must Be Banned Entirelv — Douclas Alabama L.egal Adv'(')cacy in Perilous Times: "We don’t “No evidence of harm?”: Findings from a comprehensive statewide
10 - 11:15 am Can);eron & Marilia Marques y g know- the difference" - James Tucker, Ann Marshall, & evaluation of involuntary outpatient commitment under Kendra's Law -
1 Charisse Rupert Nev Jones & Shannon Pagdon
11:15 am —1 pm Lunch On Your Own (box lunches available for purchase via registration; elick here for additional options nearby)
11:45 am — 12:50 pm Strategizing Responses to the Growing Push to Expand Civil Commitment - Facilitated by Nev Jones & Shannon Pagdon
Afternoon Keynote
1-2:15 pm The Federal Anti-Homeless Executive Order and the Strategy to Dismantle Housing, Care and the Legal Rights of Persons
who are Unhoused, Use Drugs, and Experience Psychiatric Disabilities - Anne Raish, Antonia Fasanelli, & Yenisey Rodriguez
2:15 - 2:30 Break
Follow-up workshop: The Federal Anti-Homeless Executive
. ‘ Beyond the Locked Door: How Coercion Travels Order a.nd the Strategy to Dismantle Housing, Care and the Advance Directives: a .Tool to (.Zombat Psychiatric Oppression and
2:30 - 3:45 pm into Communitv Mental Health - Shannon Pasdon Legal Rights of Persons who are Unhoused, Use Drugs and Decarcerate Care - Neilah Rovinsky & Emma Munson-Blatt (Tom
y g Experience Psychiatric Disabilities - Anne Raish, Antonia Behrendt, moderator)
Fasanelli, & Yenisey Rodriguez
3:45 - 4 pm Break
Releaseq from state custody after 25 years: Impact Blurring the Line Between Competency Evaluations and ‘o . .
. of organized support on mental health court . Rewriting the Narrative: Peer Support, Reentry, and Systemic Change -
4 - 5:15 pm . . Involuntary Inpatient Mental Health Treatment - Deborah .
proceedings - Connie Lesold, Jean Auguste, & Dorfman Wil DeRouen Jr.
Anita Hawkins. (Tom Behrendt, Moderator)
Saturday 9/26 . .
Registration Table Open
8 am — Noon & P
6:30 — 9:30 am Free cooked to order breakfast — Lobby"
e Perspective and Perception: Fighting Societal Through the Fire: How People with Mental Illness Are Healing, Autonomy & Resilience: A Recovery Framework for Lasting
9 15 Stigma - Alex Perfetto Empowering Each Other - Fredrick Vars Freedom - Caleb Harris
10:15 — 10:30 am Break
10:30 -- 11:45 am Closing Keynote: Significant Developments in Mental Health and Disability Law — 2026 - Jennifer Mathis & Susan Stefan
11:45 am —11:55 Closing Remarks

For additional information, email NARPA at narpadrights@gmail.com or by calling 256-924-6731.
The registration form can be found on the website at www.narpa.org.

Register Now >>> [PDF (via postal or email)] or [Simpletix online registration]
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Walk-In registrations will be gladly accepted.

Note: Presentations, presenters, and scheduled times are subject to change.

* Free cooked to order breakfast for guests staying at the Embassy Suites.

Embassy Suites by Hilton Huntsville

800 Monroe Street, Huntsville, AL 35801
For hotel reservation, please use this booking link
Or call the hotel’s local number at 256-539-7373. Ask for the “NARPA Group Room Rate.”
Rates are $139 for single/double occupancy of a Two-Room Suite with 1 King or 2 Queen Beds.
Reservations must be made by August 25, 2026, to receive the conference rate.

NARPA'’s room block is booking up fast, so make your reservation ASAP!
If you encounter any problem booking at the NARPA rate, please email narpa4rights@gmail.com.


https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=MSYCCES&arrivalDate=2025-09-10&departureDate=2025-09-13&groupCode=CESNAR&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
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